
 

 

   

  

February 24, 2020 Quarter III 

DETROIT EDISON PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY 

MONDAY  

2/24 

TUESDAY  

2/25 

Full day of school 

7:50-3:30 

RR & C3 HW 
 

WEDNESDAY  

2/26 

THURSDAY 

2/27 

FRIDAY  

2/28 

www.detroitedisonpsa.org 

DEPSA Primary Academy 

Announcements 
 

 

Reenrollment ticket was passed out Monday, 

February 24, 2020. 

Due, February 27, 2020. Even if your selection is 

“No”  

 

Full day of school 

7:50-3:30 

RR & C3 HW 
 

Full day of school 

7:50-3:30 

RR & C3 HW 
 

Full day of school 

7:50-3:30 

RR & C3 HW  

Black History 

program 
 

Mrs. Withers 
DEPSA PA Principal  
gwithers@npfeschools.org  

 

Attendance: 

DEPSA school hours: 

Bell Rings-7:50 am 

Tardy Bell Rings-8:05 am  

Full Day Dismissal-3:35 pm 

NO Early Pick up after 3PM 

 

*Birthday celebrations are 

only on Fridays after 3pm. 

NO Exceptions! 

 

We are a  

Nut- free, Fish-free and 

Citrus- Free school. (This 

includes peanut butter & jelly 

sandwiches, or any chocolate 

candy bars.) 

 

Reminders:  

2/24- Return from Break  

2/27- Black History programs 

@2p.m. 

3/4- Half of day for students/ PTC 

1:30-5:30 p.m. 

4/3- End of Quarter III. 

4/6-4/13- Spring Break 

4/14- Return from Break 

4/17- Report Cards  

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to fill out and return your child’s 
emergency contact form! If extras are 

needed, they are available in the primary 
office as well as the main office. These are 
mandatory to fill out. We must have your 
student’s emergency contact form in order 

for your student to remain in class at 
DEPSA. 

 

 

Our school is paperless. Assignments (Read and 
Respond, & C3) will be posted on class dojo weekly. 
When Read and Respond and C3 assignments begin, 

these will also be uploaded to the school website. 
Students are to use their own notebook paper to 

complete these assignments and turn them in on time. 
If an electronic device is not accessible to you, hard 

copies of these assignments are available each Monday 
on the bulletin boards by the DEPSA K-8 cafeteria. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

Welcome back parents and students!  

 

 

February 

Full day of school 

7:50-3:30 

RR & C3 HW Due 
 

mailto:gwithers@npfeschools.org
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Through our school partnership with Pizza Hut, our 

scholars will receive Pizza Hut Book It coupons 

from their teacher when they meet the following 

expectations: 

1. 100% of class returns Read and Respond on 

Friday.  

2. Students receive an 80% or better average on their 

Cycle test.  

3. Students turn in their Book Club projects for the 

week 

4. Teams reach their team goals on their team score 

sheets.  

*Teachers will receive coupons on Monday. 

Please begin passing out this week and 

encouraging your students to develop a love of 

reading! 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN Teacher Emails  Ext. 
Ms. Malloy smalloy@npfeschools.org 1155 

Ms. Davis sdavis@npfeschools.org 1154 

Mr. Clark myronclark@npfeschools.org 1175 

Ms. Kleckley mkleckley@npfeschools.org 1176 

   

1st GRADE Teacher Emails  Ext. 
Ms. Gates hgates@npfeschools.org 1178 

Ms. Driver kdriver@npfeschools.org 1177 

Ms. Landers dlanders@npfeschools.org 1153 

 

2nd GRADE Teacher Emails  Ext. 

Mrs. Fair lfair@npfeschools.org 1180 

Ms. Alexander kalexander@npfeschools.org 1181 

Ms. Kersten ekersten@npfeschools.org 1182 

Ms. Skiba rskiba@npfeschool.org 1179 

 

 

 

Our Behavior System: 
 

We are excited this year to have Mr. Moore, our Student Support Specialist (SSS) on our team! Mr. Moore is 

providing support for both Primary Academy. We believe in supporting the whole child, and Mr. Moore will lead 

our initiatives involving Attendance/Tardies, the Solutions process, Restorative Practice (Classroom Support and 

Teacher/Student support), as well as Initial Referrals (Class A) after the Discipline Progression has been followed 

by the teacher 
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K-2 Black History Project Rubrics listed below for reference! 

Kinder  
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1st Grade 
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2nd Grade 
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DEPSA Cultural Expectations Summary 

All month we will be keeping track of the expectations and cultural norms that students are supposed to 

know and follow. Such as school uniform procedures and appropriate behavior for the classroom. We are 

off to a good start with low numbers, with DEPSA having a high excellence expectation we will be 

looking for the numbers to decrease as the months go on! Thank you for your continuous support! 
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Uniform Violations  Behavioral Referrals Suspensions

DEPSA Primar y Cutlure Data week of 

Febr uar y 10th.

Kinder 1st Grade 2nd Grade

 

 

Parents, please ensure that students are dropped off at 7:50 a.m. when school starts. 

Students dropped off before 7:50 a.m. should be enrolled in Morning Enrichment. Students 

are NOT allowed to play on the playground without being supervised by an adult. 
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Parent Tools! 

We now have a way that you can see what your child learned in class today and help with 

homework if needed. Please click this link and pat attention to teachers Dojos for exact 

lessons on which days. Thank you for your patience and support, we hope this helps! 

 

 Here is a great link to the Kinder Vimeo Videos: 
https://vimeo.com/channels/kchomelink 

 Here is a great link to the Reading Roots Vimeo Videos: 

https://vimeo.com/channels/rrhomelink 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/channels/kchomelink
https://vimeo.com/channels/rrhomelink


 

 

8 

 February 24, 2020 

 

  

 

Coach Corner: 

When Should You Start Reading Chapter Books to Your Kids? 

 

You might be eager to make the leap from picture books to chapter books during story time with your kids — after all, you 

probably have favorites from your own childhood!It’s a good idea: Reading chapter books aloud to your child introduces 

them to equally enriching yet more complex storytelling that helps develop inferential reading skills. You can start reading 

early chapter books as soon as preschool, says Karen Baicker, publisher for family and community engagement at 

Scholastic. 

 

“You are building listening skills and the awareness of an arc of storytelling,” says Baicker. “Introducing chapter books will 

also excite young children who have seen their older siblings reading them.” However, here are four things to keep in mind 

as you make the transition.  

1. Consider age-appropriateness in more than one way. 

 

It’s not just about watching out for language or violence. For instance, unless your child is in third grade or above, you 

should probably wait on a series like Harry Potter. 

“A lot of parents want to jump right into the Harry Potter books when their kids are in first or second grade,” says reading 

specialist Brooke MacKenzie. “But I would wait, unless your child has a really strong ability to visualize, because it's such 

an intricate fantasy world.”  

MacKenzie recommends chapter books targeted at early readers instead. Branches books are great for this, because they’re 

specifically designed to help kids transition from picture books to chapter books. 

For slightly older children, you can’t go wrong with classics like James and the Giant Peach and Harriet the Spy. Here 

are 25 more timeless chapter books every kid should read at least once. 

 

2. Don’t pack up the picture books completely. 

 

Since young children are used to picture books and still rely on images to help them visualize the story, don’t make the 

transition to chapter books too quickly. “With students in first and second grade, it’s important to continue reading picture 

books as well, even though they're becoming more independent readers,” says MacKenzie.  

When you are reading a chapter book, help your child create an image in their minds based on the words. “Stop and ask 

them what they picture something looked like, and model using your own imagination,” says Baicker. 

 

3. Make it interactive.   

 

Just like you would for picture books, have conversations with your child about the plot and characters, and encourage them 

to make predictions about what will happen next. 

MacKenzie also suggests vocalizing your own thoughts about the story (such as “Hmm, I wonder what he's nervous 

about?”) to model the think-aloud process. This will help deepen their reading comprehension and engagement in the story. 

 

4. Read aloud to your kids as they grow older! 

 

“Parents often want kids to transition to reading to themselves as they become more independent readers, particularly in 

third grade,” says MacKenzie. “But it's still important to read to the child, because it exposes them to books, they might not 

be able to read or comprehend on their own.” 
Read aloud to your children through at least fourth or fifth grade. 

 

A comfortable, dedicated space for homework and studying can work wonders for your child’s 
productivity. Make sure that your child’s space is quiet, well lit, and stocked with the right materials, 
like a writing surface, pens, pencils, highlighters, scratch paper, a calculator, and any other tools that 
he or she might need. 
7. Debrief after the test 
After testing day has come and gone, talk with your child about his or her results and how he or she 
felt about the test. By discussing his or her answers, thought processes, and feelings, you can gain 
further insight into what he or she is struggling with and excelling at and then help him or her better 
prepare next time. Talking about testing can also help your child process the experience and 
overcome any anxiety that he or she might have had. 

 

 

 
 

https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/featured-shops/chapter-books.html?esp=PAR/ib/20191217//txtl/start-reading-beginner-chapter-books-kids/sso-chapter-books-landing-page////
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/series-and-characters/harry-potter.html?esp=PAR/ib/20191217//txtl/start-reading-beginner-chapter-books-kids/harry-potter-sso-landing-page////
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/series-and-characters/branches.html?esp=PAR/ib/20191217//txtl/start-reading-beginner-chapter-books-kids/branches-sso-landing-page////
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/books/james-and-the-giant-peach-9780142410363.html?esp=PAR/ib/20191217//txtl/start-reading-beginner-chapter-books-kids/james-giant-peach////
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/books/harriet-the-spy-9780440416791.html?esp=PAR/ib/20191217//txtl/start-reading-beginner-chapter-books-kids/harriet-the-spy////
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/book-lists-and-recommendations/favorites-classics/timeless-chapter-books-kids.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/developing-reading-skills/improve-reading-comprehension.html
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Read & Respond and C3 Homework 
 

The expectation is for students to complete homework every night and to return every day for teacher feedback. 

Please make and take the time now to push students on expectations with quality of work and accountability 

with turning in every day. The goal is for each class to attain a 95% return rate on homework at the end of the 

week. C3s will start this week. Here are the results of last week’s Read and Respond homework!  

 
Read & Response 100%:   Ms. McCeary, Mr. Clark, Ms. Gates, and Mrs. Fair!  

C3 100%: Mr. Clark, Ms. Driver, Ms. Gates, and Mrs. Fair! 
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READ & RESPOND HOMEWORK RESULTS

2.14.20

Read & Response Math C3

PBIS: 

Thank you for supporting our PBIS Celebration for our students! 

PBIS stands for positive behavior intervention support. This is our behavior support system here at 

DEPSA where students have rules, rewards, and consequences. When students follow all of their 

classroom procedures and school rules, teachers and staff may give them points on Class Dojo. When 

students earn enough points, they may get rewarded at the end of the month with class parties or other 

rewards for good behavior. 

 

100 points: Attend PBIS party  

80 points: Free Dress  

• Next PBIS Party: Friday, February 28, 2019 
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New Paradigm for Education Instructional Priorities 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Priority #1: Scaffold evidence-based questions (responses) that translate into discussion and writing - all 

driving toward key understanding.  

Priority #2: Integrate reading, writing, discussion…in all content areas…to provide cohesive instruction 

and opportunities for productive struggle.  

Priority #3: Study and deeply understand coherence within and across grade-level standards to effectively 

connect new learning to students’ prior skills and knowledge.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

11 

 February 24, 2020 
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COLLEGE-READINESS  
• Be prepared 

• Complete ALL work 

• Turn in homework  

• Be organized and give 100% everyday! 

 
 

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.” 

Malcolm X 

 

Born James Mercer 

Langston Hughes in Joplin, 

Missouri, on February 1, 

1902, the young boy moved 

around throughout his early 

years growing up with his 

maternal grandmother after 

his parents’ divorce. When 

she passed away, he went to 

live with his mom in 

Cleveland, where he began 

to write poetry. 

 

Main Office visits: 
• All Parents/Guardians MUST get a DEPSA Parent 

I.D. at the Main Office.   

• Make sure you complete your child’s Emergency 
Card form (purple sheet).  

• Please sign up for I-CHAT regarding interests for 
parent volunteers, field trips, events and other school 
activities. 

• Early dismissals cut off time is 3pm. 

• Please send lunches with your student in the 
morning. Main office delivery is for emergency only 

 

 

 History of the Day  

Coaches Corner   

 

Please remember to get your Parent I.D. Parents 
cannot enter the building without a Parent I.D. 

Parents may take pictures for I.D. and pick them 
up between 2:00-3:30pm, Monday- Friday. 

 

 

 

SIBLING PICK UP: 

Parents, if your student has a sibling at the high 
school, we do offer sibling pickup. Please fill out a 

sibling pickup form at the main office and turn it in to 
your student’s teacher. If you choose for your student 
to participate in sibling pickup, they will be walked 
over to a designated meeting spot at the high school 
at dismissal, where they can meet their high school 

sibling/s and their parent for pickup. We have 
started, if you would like your student to join, turn in 

forms ASAP. 

 

SPOT  

After spending a year in 

Mexico with his dad, he 

enrolled at Columbia 

University in New York City 

in 1921 and became a leading 

voice of the Harlem 

Renaissance movement. 

 

 

Born: February 1, 1902 

Died:  May 22, 1967 

65 years old 

 

 

Coach Corner: 

This week the coach corner is on another 

page about some great tips for parents to help 

students with reading. 
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